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U.S. Air Force Captain Scott O'Grady was shot down in his F-16 over Bosnia while helping to
keep the peace. The plane exploded, and Captain O'Grady fell 5 miles to the ground below. In
exciting detail, Captain O'Grady tells how he evaded capture and how, with little water and no
food, he was able to survive on his own in enemy territory.

From the Inside FlapU.S. Air Force Captain Scott O'Grady was shot down in his F-16 over
Bosnia while helping to keep the peace. The plane exploded, and Captain O'Grady fell 5 miles to
the ground below. In exciting detail, Captain O'Grady tells how he evaded capture and how, with
little water and no food, he was able to survive on his own in enemy territory.From the Back
CoverU.S. Air Force Captain Scott O'Grady was shot down in his F-16 over Bosnia while helping
to keep the peace. The plane exploded, and Captain O'Grady fell 5 miles to the ground below. In
exciting detail, Captain O'Grady tells how he evaded capture and how, with little water and no
food, he was able to survive on his own in enemy territory.About the AuthorScott O’Grady has
accumulated more than 1,300 military flying hours, including over 1,000 in the F-16 for the U. Air
Force Reserve. He is the author of the New York Times bestseller Return with Honor. Excerpt. ©
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.A burst of flames and intense heat spread through
my cockpit. I began to pitch and roll wildly. It felt like a giant hand had reached down, grabbed
me with brute force, and shook me in a frenzy. What was left of my plane was like a straw in the
wind, totally out of control.For all its space-age electronics, its supersonic speed, its defensive-
powers, the F-16 is not perfect. In the blink of an eye, it can be turned from the prince of the
skies into a burning scrap heap of wire and twisted metal. The missile had blindsided me,
coming up through a cloud cover below. It had struck the plane's underbelly, hitting one of the
fuel tanks and cutting my F-16 in two. It took me another moment to understand. The nose and
cockpit had broken away--and I was now in a free fall to earth.As I spun out of control, I worried
about blacking out from the sudden and unexpected G forces. I watched my console break and
twist apart before me. My mind was outracing my ability to react. Flames from the exploding gas
tank had found a crack between my oxygen mask and visor. They had also reached the back of
my neck. Part of me was waiting for the cockpit to explode. Somehow, the heat and the pain
and the insanity of the moment focused my thoughts.Dear God, I prayed, please don't let me die
now--don't let me die from this.I gazed down, through the flames, and saw a fat yellow handle
attached to my seat. The handle pushed up between my legs, bigger than life, staring at me like
the miracle I took it to be. The beautiful words stamped across the top were impossible to miss,
even in the fire and smoke: PULL TO EJECT.I had no idea how much time had passed since the
missile had struck. In reality it had been only seconds. It felt like an eternity. I knew I wasn't
waiting much longer. For another microsecond, I worried that my damaged canopy wouldn't



open, or if it did, that the seat wouldn't eject. But I really didn't have time to worry.My left hand
dropped down to the handle, and I pulled with all my might.Read more
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Trumpetier, “Glad I read it. I am a former combat pilot who wondered about this pilot and his
experience. I don’t think he told the whole story, but it is good enough for those readers who
have not attended survival school.”

Michelle, “Great Book. We purchased this for a Co-op class my daughter was attending and it
was such a great book. She strongly dislikes reading but she loved this!”

Irene Mary, “great story. amazing story for fifth grade and up and adults, full of adventure, hard
work, patriotism, honor, miltary respect and gratefulness, Heroes in Arlington cemetery, a touch
of humor in a difficult situation, amazing rescue of a downed Air Force fighter pilot, Scott , by
Marines, over Bosnia in 1995. Good for class read like fifth grade up, adult version is called
Return with Honor, 99% same as Basher Five Two(his call sign) version. Also gave as
graduation gift to some highschoolers.”

A. Scott, “How I remember it.. I was on the Kearsarge when we launched the mission to rescue
Capt. O'Grady. When the helicopters returned I took a walk around them on the flight deck and
took several pictures of the many small arms bullet holes peppering the fuselage, rotors and
especially the rear door of one helicopter.One of the marines whom I was acquainted with told
me of the bullet that went through the canteen of the guy sitting next to him, spun around on the
shaking helicopter floor in front of them until the guy reached down and picked it up. An RPG
also flashed by their little bubble window but missed.The crew chief I spoke with said that capt
O'Grady had his side arm in hand as he tried to climb aboard the chopper and would not follow
instructions to put it away first. The crew chief was worried that a strung out O'Grady might
cause an accidental discharge in the aircraft. When O'Grady continued to refuse, the chief
knocked his wrist against the door edge until he let go of the gun.Overall, it is precisely as I
remember it from my position as ship's crew but it is nice finally learning his side of the
operation, which of course is the more important story.”

Mark, “Really good read. I ordered this book to replace the first book he wrote "Return with
Honor". I thoroughly enjoyed reading both books, but after reading this one I am pretty sure
somethings were rewritten.”

Janet M., “We liked it better than the movie.. The book provides the true story, the real things that
happened, and these things would have made a better movie than the one that is supposedly
based on Scott O'Grady's experience. I'm glad I looked him up and found his book. It's a
wonderful read with chilling suspense and heart warming events that make me proud of the
training and dedication of our armed forces. The rescue effort reached to the highest ranks, had
the backing of Nato, and involved quite a large group of military people and aircraft. They risked



their own lives to make sure his was saved. When he boards the rescue helicopter and looks
around at the men sent to find him, they are all just kids looking back at him. It was heart-
warming.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Good story. Love how he explains the truth of how faith in God and
prayes  saved him every  step of the way”

Green Goddess, “Well worth reading. Just make sure you buy the print edition!. A nice easy read
and, refreshingly, the author has avoided the temptation to embellish his story with
exaggerations and egotism. A good short book that tells it exactly how it was and what the pilot
went through.I am not religious so the endless references to the pilot praying to God got a bit
tiresome. However, that is part of the story and, whether you are a believer or not, there is no
doubt that his own faith kept him going throughout his ordeal.The film "Behind Enemy Lines"
starring Owen Wilson was supposed to be based on this incident but, after reading the book, it is
fairly obvious that the film is a complete work of fiction. Apart from a US pilot being on the run in
Bosnia, the film has absolutely nothing else in common. Yes, it's a good film, but it is for
entertainment only.If I could give a separate rating for the way this book has been converted for
the Kindle I would give it zero stars. The conversion is an absolute disgrace. All the way
throughout the book the word "I'd" (as in "I had" or "I would") had been written as "Fd". That's
obviously the result of using poor character recognition software when scanning the pages of a
print edition. Not spotting such glaring errors is a shambles.Overall, a nice short factual book
about one pilot's experience in war. Well worth reading. Just make sure you buy the print edition!”

Davy, “Great story, but a short, quick read. This book, whilst a true story, is short at just 134 (ish)
pages.When I received it in the post I was slightly disappointed with it being such a quick read.
The story is compelling, overwhelming and the narrative is good.”

mr a j court, “good read. started to read this book on my new kindle love the book interesting
from the start worth the money ide say”

Kandit, “Not a Hero but a Surviver. A very good book on a true story of an American shot down
over Bosnia while enforcing the no-fly-zone over Bosnia as part of the NATO mission. Coming
from the region, there are a few corrections I would like to point out.O'Grady states early on that
NATO is not wanted by all sides in the conflict. This is simply not true. The Bosnia-Herzegovina
government had been wanting the international community to be much more involved from the
beginning of the war because their side was massively outgunned in terms of military strength.
The only side to not benefit from a no-fly-zone was the Serb side.It is mentioned that the two
languages spoken are Serbian and Serbo-Croatian. Well, even someone not from the region can
tell there is something wrong with that. Serbians speak Serbian and Croatians speak Croatian.
Serbo-Croatian was a communist invention that combined the two languages in to one artificially



created one.They are known as the Krajina Serbs not the Krajanian Serbs as stated more than
once in the book.O'Grady, a Catholic, mentions the pilgrimage site of Medugorje in Bosnia. One
problem: Medugorje is in Herzegovina, not Bosnia.On the whole, these are very simple mistakes
that could have been corrected with some consultation before publishing but don't let that take
away from his amazing survival story.”

Alessandro, “A story of my times.. I did adpreciate the way this ordeal has been reported. True
feelings and significant informations on such a hard time this pilot had.”

The book by Scott O'Grady has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 197 people have provided feedback.
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